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EDGAR ALLAN POE,
f
NEW YORK, May SB, '44. MY DKAB FRIEND,
I received yours last night, forwarded from Thilif delphia to this city, where I intend living for the future. Touching the Biography — I would be very proud, indeed, if you would write it, and did, certainly, say to myself, and I believe to Graham — that such was my wish; but as I fancied the job might be disagreeable, I did not venture to suggest it to yourself. Your offer relieves me from great embarrassment, and I thank you sincerely. You .will do me justice; and that I could not expect at all hands.
Herewith, I mail you a Life written some time since by Hirst, from materials furnished principally by Thomas and Mr. T. W. White. It is correct, I think, in the main (barring extravagant eulogy), and you can select from it whatever you deem right. The limit is 6 pp. of Graham — as much less as you please. Besides the Tales enumerated in the foot-note, I have written " The Spectacles;" "The Oblong Sox;" "A. Tale of the Bagged Mountains j" " The Premature Burial; " " The Pwhined Letter j" «The Syst&m of Pouters Vw and-Fethw;" "The Black Catj" "The Elky " Diddling Considered as one of the Exact Sciences; " "Mesmeric Revelation)" "The Gold Bug;" "Thmt oH the Man;" about 60 altogether, including the "Grotesque and Arabesque." Those italicized are as yet rapnbhahed — in the hands of different editors. Of Bug" (my moat successful tale), more than ies have been circulated. fth.tratlole on "American Poetry" in a late , I^ndon Foreign Quarterly, in which some
